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Dog Park

Introduction :-

Dog owners (and their dogs) are a legitimate constituent group, and that the needs of both the dog and the dog
owner should be incorporated into a comprehensive municipality-wide basis, rather than a park-to-park basis.’
With Delhi becoming more and more crowded and leash laws becoming more restrictive, many concerned
dog owners are looking to the creation of dog parks as a solution to their need for a place to spend quality time
with their pets. The development of fenced, off-leash dog parks would provide somewhere where dogs may
be exercised in safety and could be expected to reduce the number of dogs being exercised in ‘no dogs’ or
‘dogs on-leash’ zones.
What is dog Park ?

A dog park is a public park, typically fenced, where people and their dogs can play together. Similarly, a dog
run in a smaller fenced area within an existing park. As the names imply, these places offer dogs off-leash
play areas where their owners can enjoy a park-like setting and the chance to socialize with other canines and
their owners.
Definition of off-leash dog parks :i)
ii)

iii)

“a dog park, is an enclosed area devoted exclusively to canine activity, takes the minimalist approach”
“A facility set aside for dogs and their owners to exercise and play off-leash in a controlled environment. Parks vary in
accoutrements, but a typical dog park is fenced has separate, double-gated entry and exit points a pond for swimming
hydrants for watering dogs and tools to pick up and dispose of animal waste.”
“A designated off-leash area which offers a safe, controlled environment for dogs to play, socialize and exercise with other
dogs, and provides people an opportunity to interact with neighbours having similar interests.”
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The benefits of dog parks
Dog parks are considered to have benefits to dogs and their carers. From the dogs’ perspectivee
1.

‘Mental health and well-being encompass emotional fulfilment, positive experiences, and life satisfaction. This is a condition
of being mentally and emotionally sound, reflected in feeling comfortable, and able to meet the demands of life. In order to
be emotionally fulfilled, canines need social companionship, mental stimulation, controllability, predictability, and skills for
coping with stress and challenges.’
2. Perceived benefits of dog parks included contributing to the dogs’ health and improving human-dog relationships.
3. Dog parks are good for people with disabilities to get out of their homes, so they can take their (usually) small dogs to make
new friends.
4. It is not unusual to find discarded ‘fast food’ chicken bones in unfenced parks and along roadsides – and a dog will likely find
it before the carer is aware of the danger. Dogs and their custodians are also safer when being exercised away from traffic.
5. It seems reasonable to claim that a well-planned and designed off-leash dog park will reduce the number of dogs being
exercised in environmentally sensitive areas. This would decrease predation, disturbance, and potential disease transmission
to wildlife and damage to waterways from nutrient runoff.
6. Several sources have commented upon the positive effects of dog parks as social lubricants, permitting people from different
backgrounds to meet over their shared interest in caring for their dog/s
7. Allows dogs to exercise and socialize safely
8. Promotes responsible dog ownership
9. Provides an outlet for dog owners to socialize
10. Makes for a better community by promoting public health and safety

The disadvantages of dog

Major disadvantages to puppies are susceptible to diseases, parasites and infections, so they need their
‘shots’ before visiting dog parks. Dogs also pick up infections on their feet, then lick their feet and then
their carers.
Requirement of Dog Park in Delhi

On the basis of 2012 (19th) Livestock Census informs us there are 63,289 dogs in rural Delhi and
87,164 dogs in its urban parts. That's an aggregate of 1,50,453 but there are only 913 registered pet dogs
in Delhi. Pet registration can help to reduce the number of incidents pertaining to the defecation by pets in
public areas and dog-bites in cities. By registering dog the owner can help to make sure that both pet and the
community have benefit in respect of information, assistance and regulation.
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Public Need Assessment
Public participation is an integral part of this process and directly informed the recommendations included herein.
Through active engagement with members of the public at public forums and administration and analysis of a robust
public survey.

Principal Design and Planning Considerations
Dog park should also plan for owners, considering age, time, inclination, family type, housing and mobility. This will establish best
practices, design standards, and planning recommendations for the long-term expansion of a dog park system in the City . It will also
address partnerships and funding to allow for off-leash use of municipal parks.

A. Location :-

An undeveloped park is located in Defence colony area at roundabout near Defence Colony Market of South
Delhi. This park is situated at some distance from residential area and is perfectly suited for pet park as it can
easily be accessed by large number of pet owners. Availability of good parking space and excellent
connectivity of this area makes this park as a suitable site for developing a pet park.
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B. Criteria for Dog Park Size
Dog Park Type

Park Size

Design Capacity

Details

Small

Up to 1/4 Acre

Up to 10 Dogs

Medium

1/4 to 3/4 Acre

10-20 Dogs

Large

3/4 to 2 Acres

20+ Dogs

One Area, All Size Dogs
Small Dog Area:
Min. 4,000 sf
Large Dog Area:
Min. 2/3 of Overall Park
Small Dog Area:
Min. 4,000 sf
Large Dog Area:
Min. 2/3 of Overall Park

Source : – Dog park Master plan City of Clovis, California
The area of the park is approx. 1 acre which may categorize in large type dog park which falls in Central Zone
under South Delhi Municipal Corporation. The larger areas, will give dogs and owners more space and room
to move with less stress on dogs.
C. Fencing

Dogs would have little difficulty in jumping over a fence. The proposed park for this dog park is fenced by
wall which is good for a dogs and there owners.
D. Signs

Signs increase compliance with cleaning up a dog’s waste, and that park rules need to be located at several
points in the park. signs detailing park regulations will be placed at each entrance. These include appropriate
size and location, number, simple and clear messages with a positive tone and contact details for complaints.
signs regarding expected/required behaviour by park users; including faeces removal, supervision of dogs and
children, etc.
E. Entrances and exits

Providing multiple entry/exit points serves to minimise dog and human congestion at these locations and
reduces wear and tear on surface materials. If there is only one main entry/exit point, dogs tend to converge
on the newcomer, which can be a potential source of conflict. Entrance areas will be accessible to people with
disabilities, be paved and have ledges for such things as keys. gates will be install away from corners and
away from main activity areas, to reduce chance of entering dogs being mobbed by those already present.
Keep large and small dog entrances away from each other.
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F. Surfaces

There will be a range of surface materials used in off-leash dog parks. Grass is probably the most common
ground cover overall. it needed to be well-drained and required regular mowing. Grass is also damaged by
the highly concentrated dog urine, but the soft surface retains scents for dogs’ satisfaction. Where grass turf
becomes worn consider better wearing vegetation.
Other surface options include
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Decomposed granite
Woodchips/mulch
Pea gravel
Stone clad GS
Concrete
Synthetic grass called K9 turf
Poured rubber surface.

G. Shade, shelter and offices

Large number of trees in the park will provide ample of shade and keep the park cool even in summer time
Further, Gazebo will be provided in open areas for both pets and visitors to spend quality time in proposed pet
park
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H. Seating and furniture

This dog park need plenty of seats and tables, it may be a range of seating options available – tree stumps,
boulders, plastic benches, wooden benches, moveable plastic chairs in park be assessed. Benches surrounding
trees help protect trees from root compaction, lawn mowers and dog urine. Trees also provide shade. Picnic
tables will be located inside parks
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I. Tracks and trails

The park will be designed by considering access paths, paving and trails will be looped though sunny and
shady areas to cater for seasonal variations, and that there will be a path along the fence-line and paths will be
a minimum of four feet wide, to permit people to walk side by side. Considering access for people with a
disability, particularly in wheelchairs. The walkway benefits everyone by providing an accessible area that
will be easy to walk on without stepping in faeces.

J. Facilities will be provide in pet Park
1.Dog trail :-

A dog trail is usually a path, track or unpaved lane or road. Which is used for walking the dog.
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2.Dog Play Area :-

3. Vet clinic with surgery facilities :-
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4. Pet shop for food and accessories :-

5. Day shelter :-
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6. Cafeteria with party area

7.Grooming facility
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8.Vegetation

This dog park will facilitate a range of vegetation. some plants posed dangers to dogs, including spiky or
burred seeds and plants.Vegetation will be native, resilient species and protecting vegetation by planting
behind walls and fencing. Plantings along fences prevents aggression with dogs outside the park.

9.Waste management

Dog faeces is a major issue regarding the establishment and management of dog parks, with opponents citing
smell as an issue
It may be manage by
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1.

2.

Provision of bags for faeces collection and the provision of bins for their disposal is important there will be one clean-up
station, including waste bag dispenser, and a covered disposal bin if faeces are to be bagged and binned. Its need for the
timely removal of dog faeces. Whilst ‘bin and bag’ is the usual method of dealing with dog faeces, there are alternatives.
other, possibly less practical, options are the use of dung beetles or the ‘long grass principle’. Dung beetles may be used to
break down dog faeces and bury them, with three beetle species known to target dog faeces Dogs prefer to defecate in long
grass, ‘which helps to filter pollutants. This would seem to make faeces removal more difficult; as well as possibly providing
enhanced snake habitat.

Urine poses a different problem to faeces, as the urine will not be dealt with without some effort. For this
reason, the emphasis tends to be on protection by screening plants with seating or tree pit guards, elevating on
raised beds, or locating behind walls. Possibilities include some form of chemical attractant, to increase use
by dogs (and thereby reduce urination in other locations) and a piped collection channel to take urine to a
treatment location. This could be only a short distance away, be located underground, and possibly employ
some chemical treatment.

10.Water supply

There will be a needs to be a supply of drinking water for both dogs and carers also need for a dog washing
shower or hose, it may be develop dog swimming facilities inside the park, access to water activities is
essential.
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Activity equipment and other resources
Exercise needs of Pets :Possibly the most debated aspect of dog park design is the provision of activity equipment. the need for dogs to have a
challenging, stimulus enriched environment, The play equipment gets dogs and owners moving, resulting in more confident
dogs it promotes the health and well-being of dogs through exercise and play’. owners need educating regarding the
appropriate pieces of equipment in dog parks that suit their breed, possibly with the help of signs. Factors to consider when
designing or purchasing equipment should include quick assembly, intuitive form and function, instinctive canine habits,
owner and pet interaction, size variation in dogs, and durability and safety for both dogs and carers. there is a need to create
a product with appeal to dogs, with consideration of a dog’s main activities:

1.Running :-

2.Swimming :-

3.Retrieving :Page 16 of 37
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4.Guide and rescue :-

5.Companionship :-
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6.Digging :-

7. Trailing :-
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8.Guarding :-

9.Herding :-

10.Tracking :-
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11.Tricks or performing :-

12.Toilets :There will be a toilet facilities for both dogs and its carers.
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13.Lighting :Site lighting will be provided to extend hours of park use, particularly during winter months. However, lighting will be
compatible with adjacent land uses, particularly in residential areas. It will be energy-efficient and installed in parking, entry
areas, and dog run area. Lighting helps to reduce vandalism.

14. Car parking :car parking at dog parks is important. the need for car parking close to off-leash exercise area, car parking will be as close
as possible, to reduce the likelihood of dogs being off-leash before entering the park.

Management Considerations
1.Rules and regulations :-

This off-leash dog parks post the rules that dogs and their owners must obey when they visit the park. The
dog park rules will be clearly stated on signs displayed around various locations within the park. Multiple
signs posted around parks reduced the amount of faeces left on the ground. signs regarding expected/required
behaviour by park users; including faeces removal, supervision of dogs and children, etc.

Page 21 of 37

Concept Plan for Pet Park

2.Maintenance :-

key maintenance roles as being waste management, fixing signs, filling holes dug by dogs, pruning plants,
repairing surface materials, maintaining fences and gates and refurbishing dog exercise equipment.
Conclusions

A network of well designed, planned and managed off-leash dog parks would help to reduce the problems
resulting from a high density of domestic dogs in our cities, suburbs and towns. The major consideration must
be for the health and safety of both dogs and their guardians. Ideally, the design will meet minimum standards
for entrances and exits, fencing, seating, shade, shelter, water supply, waste management and surfaces.
Planning will consider proximity to residential areas, for noise minimization. However, this parks is ideally
be within walking distance for those without cars. Will consider Proper management effective signs at all
entrances, indicating the expected behaviour of dogs and carers, and risk mitigation.
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Annexure -A - Judgement of High Court Delhi on feeding of dog in Vasant Kunj Area New Delhi
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
Date of decision: 24th February, 2021
W.P.(C) 2556/2021 & CM APPL.7537/2021
URVASHI VASHIST & ORS.
..... Petitioners
Through: Mr. Abhik Chimni and Mr. Lakshay
Garg, Advocate. (M:9868442108)
versus
RESIDENTS WELFARE ASSOCIATION & ORS. ..... Respondents
Through: Mr.
S.K.
Pandey,
Mr.
Chandrashekhar
Chaklabbi,
Mr.
Awanish Kumar and Mr. Anshul Rai,
Advocates for R-1/RWA.
Mr. Niraj Kumar, Sr. Central
Government Counsel for R-2/AWBI.
(M:9810020341)
CORAM:
JUSTICE PRATHIBA M. SINGH

Prathiba M. Singh, J.(Oral)
1.

This hearing has been done through video conferencing.

2.

The Petitioners, who are three animal lovers, who give care to and

feed the street dogs in Sector E Pocket 2, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi, have
filed the present petition against the Residents Welfare Association
(hereinafter referred as “RWA”), which, according to them, is creating
hindrances in feeding the street dogs as also in taking care of them.
3.

It is submitted by Mr. Chimni, ld. Counsel for the Petitioners that

whenever the Petitioners are trying to feed the street dogs, enormous
resistance is caused by the local residents. Ld. Counsel refers to the various
complaints and messages, which have been exchanged between the parties.
4.

Mr. S.K. Pandey, ld. Counsel appearing for Respondent No. 1 - RWA,

W.P.(C) 2556/2021
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however, submits that an order dated 18th December 2009, has been passed
by a ld. Single Judge of this Court in W.P.(Crl.) 467/2009 titled Citizen for
the welfare and protection of Animals and Anr. v. State and Anr., in
respect of taking care of street dogs with consensus by both the parties. He
submits that as per the said order, a specified spot is to be identified by the
parties and in those identified sites, the street dogs are to be fed by the
Petitioners.
5.

Mr. Niraj Kumar, ld. Sr. Standing Counsel appearing for the Animal

Welfare Board of India (hereinafter referred as “AWBI”) submits that he
does not have instructions in the matter yet.
6.

The order dated 18th December 2009 passed in Citizen for the

Welfare (supra) reads:
“All the learned counsel appearing before me
agree that in each colony of Delhi, AWBI should
identify, in consultation with Residents Welfare
Association, Area SHO and the Animal Welfare
Organization working in that area, the spots/sites
which in its opinion should be most suitable for the
purpose of feeding dogs. The purpose of feeding
dogs is to keep them confined to a particular place,
so
as
to
subject
them
to
sterilization/vaccination/re-vaccination, as the
vaccination does not last more than one year. To
begin with, the Animal Welfare Board shall
identify suitable sites in the colonies, subject
matter of these petitions, within four weeks from
today. It shall also try to cover as many more
colonies as it can during that period. Gradually,
such sites will be identified in other
colonies/localities of the city.”
“In the meantime, the Delhi Police will ensure that
no harm is caused to the volunteers of Animal
W.P.(C) 2556/2021
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Welfare Organizations feeding dogs in these
localities provided that they feed them only during
hours to be specified by Animal Welfare Board and
provided further that as soon as suitable sites for
feeding the 41 dogs are identified, these
organizations will feed dogs only on those
identified sites and at hours specified by Animal
Welfare Board.”
7.

A perusal of the above order shows that the court had clearly given

directions to AWBI, in consultation with the RWAs, to identify suitable
spots/sites in the colonies for the feeding of street dogs.
8.

It, however, appears that there has been no consensus in identifying

the suitable spot. The RWA appears to have been having apprehensions in
view of the fact that children and senior residents also roam around in the
open area of the block, for their own recreation. The circular dated 07th
December, 2019, issued by the Resident Welfare Association, which is
under challenge in this petition, reads as under:
“IMPORTANT CIRCULAR REG DOG
MENACE
Dated : 7th Dec 2019
All the residents are hereby informed that a
meeting has been arranged to discuss the
street dog menace and their patronization by
the dog lovers of E2.
You are requested to gather at Gate No.1 at
10.30 AM tomorrow i.e. Sunday 8th Dec 2019
to have the views of the residents and the
way to get rid of the menace of street dogs
and their excreta. This menace has reached
an alarming point because people fear to
come out without a stick and many residents
W.P.(C) 2556/2021
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including children have been bitten by these
dogs.
RWA is trying it’s best to address this issue,
please come forward and support the RWA.
Without your support RWA can’t handle this
issue alone as this involves following many
guidelines related to animal rights.
Therefore you are requested to assemble in
large numbers to participate and show your
solidarity against this menace.”
9.

From a perusal of the said circular, it is clear that the Residents of the

area also have grave concerns towards the safety of the children and others
who live in the area. The residents and the members of the RWA as also the
Petitioners have to act in harmony with each other and not in a manner
which shall lead to unpleasant circumstances in the colony. Accordingly, in
order to maintain peace and harmony in the locality, the following directions
are issued:
1. AWBI shall send two representatives on 8th March, 2021 at 3:00
pm. The said members of the AWBI shall hold a meeting at an
appropriate spot in E-2 Block, Vasant Kunj.

The said members

would intimate the Petitioners as also the RWA office bearers of
the said spot through the two counsels who are appearing in the
matter today, on their mobile numbers.
2. During the meeting, the members of AWBI and RWA shall
interact with the residents in the area as also the Petitioners and
identify a spot, which is not used by children, senior citizens and
other residents, so that the said specified spot can be used for the

W.P.(C) 2556/2021
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purpose of feeding and taking care of street dogs etc.
3. Once the said spot is identified, the Petitioners would feed and take
care of the street dogs at that particular spot, and no hindrance,
whatsoever, shall be caused to the Petitioners in carrying out any
activities in respect of the street dogs at the said spot.
4. The SHO of area concerned shall also be present at the time when
the meeting would be held between the RWA and Petitioners along
with representatives of AWBI. It shall be the duty of the SHO
concerned to ensure that peace and harmony is maintained
amongst the residents of the area so that no harassment is caused to
the Petitioners by RWA and vice versa.
10.

Let the concerned SHO be supplied with the copy of this order by the

President of the RWA.
11.

The present petition and all pending applications are disposed of in

the above terms.

PRATHIBA M. SINGH, J.
FEBRUARY 24, 2021/dk/T/Ak

W.P.(C) 2556/2021
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Annexure – C Pet dog circular by Animal Welfare Board of India :-
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